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WELICAN ~PORTAGE GROUP ING, , (omer 
ISLAVE RIVER RAPIDS, ALBERTA-NWT. 


& N&TWORK OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
See our Statement of Purpose 
Introductions ~ mine ae SEIATS « Attached. 


_ 


1)That we be recognized as an edbcehen tek. international network of 
citizens with contacts in NWI, Alberta, Canada, USA and Overseas. — 


2)That the "Notation" area, initiated by Znerzy and Natural Resources 
(Alta), Spring, 1977, be carefully inventoried in depth by by federal 
and Alberta levels, and that the area be considered for heritage 
program inclusion as well as hydro. 

+I Kha there be no harassment during studies, inventories to the world's 
northernmost nesting Site of White Pelicans during the April-September 
period annually. 
The Fish and Wildlife Division of the a ee of Alberta establishe 
"Prohibited Access:' Wildlife Areas", prohibiting anyone from enetering 
upon or approaching within one-half mile of the desizgnated...White-.. 
Pelicans Bay |S Cormorants nesting sites (1977- 1978). (#ndanzgered Species 


4)That prior, during and post-study period the Group be consulted on 
planned activity in advance, be kept in the picture and have full 
access to- esudy results without delay. This night be achieved via 
the recently ‘established Slave River Sasin Information Committee of 
Fort Saith fown Council, for convenience saxe. 


5)That, as soon as compayative data on feasibility of alternate energy 
sources for Alberta become evident, this information be made available 
in the method advised in 4) above. Kole, . 


6) That our 1977 BRIEF to the Premier of Alberta and his Ministers be 
followed up beyong acknowledgment of receinvt: 

We would openly welcome a detailed response to our recommendations in 
the BRIZF, especially at Alberta and federal levels. The private 
sector (NPPAC, CHF., AWA, FAN, CA#3.,) have mailed in similar en-— 
dorsements in 1978, and are prepared to serve on an eee tate inti! planni: 
group that is recommended in the salreF. 


"Phat the Group wish to go on record as endorsement of the Slave River 
. Basin Information Committee,and the Slave River Coalition Committee(Al 
and would remain in close liaison with thése bodies in channelling 
-. Information to the public, with the Mary Kaéser Library Vertical 

ian Reference files as the centre of operation for reading, forums, and . 
‘= yther forms of participation. 
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‘Questions -2- ° | Jan. 1979. 


)We do not possess the reasons why the Slave River White Pelican 
Rookery is the only one not protected by legislation as' endangered? 
in Alberta. (Nov. 1977). | a 

)We do not understand clearly why Calgary Power retired from con- 
tinuing with feasibility study phase, and why Alberta Government — 
has funded same, is coordinating same. ; 

)iWe question the expertise of the provincial government to conduct 
a fullscale hydro feasibility study, and do not know of Alberta 
Government experience in this field. 

We wonder why a feasibility sbudy on hydro is worthy of pursuit 

at all at this time on the Slave River, considering obstacles 

such as a National Park, karst/groundwater, extremely shallow.:. | 
terrain, bank instability at Fort Smith, nebulous ‘needs’ for 
Alberta energy, etc. 
)We do not have a clear diagnosis of need for this feasibity study.’ 

We do not yet have before us the priorities, emphasis, in terms of 
need, effort, and financing of the various aspects of the feasibility 

study. (Calgary Power spelled them out in April, 1978 at Ft. Smith). . 


)What is the goal in terms of release of information, approximate — 
timing of the various phases of the feasibility study? 

)What is the planned procedure in terms of information release, 
organization, communication, involvement and participation with , 
the residents of this region (Alta and NWT.) while the feas. study © 
.is in progress? Se Wigaste Us | 
)what plan, within feasibility study,is there to look closely — 

at social implications of the project; will social impact be 

studied at all, and some forecasting of costs be done so the 

region and the province and the country know what to expect in 
chanzes for man? 
j)Any plans for newsletters, local/regional workshops, and presence of 
‘agents! at rort. Smith? Ft.Smith? When and how Will they be identified? 


c)Where is present HQ of feasibility study, with contacts, addresses, 
titles,. phone? : si eee 

l)To what extent does ‘impact forecasting' fall within the scope of * ee 
this feasibility study? 

n)What is present exact connection(s) between Calgary Power, Alberta 


Power, NCPC and Alberta Government? 
. a)in terms of overall Alberta energy activity 


, : b)in terms of this feasibility study 
1)How actively are other Alberta government arms or federal government —. 
branches looking at the Slave River for development other than hydro? 

>)What is present status of nuclear energy interests in Slave Hiver 
hydro potential, via Calgary Power or via Alta provincial or 
federal channels? .. 

>)Where does secrecy in this project step in, and where does active 
public info releases receive limitations? In other words, whatcan 
we expect not to hear, even if it is known? 

1)What safeguards has gov't of Alberta set up to prevent releases of 
faln information, or incomplete information? — 

r)iedoral repeal sf the federal"Public Utilities Income Tax Transfer" 
means to us no wore 95~# tax rebates to private power companies such as 
Calgary Power? What does this mean to Alberta Gov't doing this feas.stud — 
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RESPONSE TO POINTS OF CONCERN RAISED BY 
~ PELICAN - PORTAGE GROUP INCORPORATED 


The Department recognizes the Pelican - Portage Group Incorporated 
as a private agency with national and international contacts regarding 


the Slave River rapids. The Group will be accorded the same recognition 


as any other private special interest organization. 
coat : 


The "Notation" area is included in the Slave River Hydro Feasibility 


, Study area, and as such will be inventoried during the current SNE 


Part of that inventory will include an assessment of the historical 


- (heritage) Significance of the area. The area would not be considered — 


3. 


_ for designation as long as the decision on whether or not to develop 


the hydro-electric potential is still pending. 


The Department is committed to impose conditions on all investigations 


during the ‘study, to ensure that the pelican colony is not disturbed. 


Mr. van Pelt-has been advised of this intent, and has contributed to 


the measures which wi]1 be imposed. The Slave River rapids pelican 
colony was not given "Prohibited Access Wildlife Area" status, pending 


a decision on whether or not the rapids will be developed for hydro- 


electric power generation. 


( 


The Depariment's decision to establish a full time Information Officer 


in Fort Smith reflects the Department's commitment to keep the conmunity — 


and local organizations fully informed on the study. The Slave River 


Basin Information Committee of the Fort Smith Town Council will receive 


‘copies of all public reports. 
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eS 5... The terins of reference for the feasibility study do nied’ henude an 
assessment of all alternate energy sources for Alberta. The systems 
study will attempt to outline how power from a Slave River generating 
Station would fit into the Alberta system, compared to other pee HEC 
| This will not ‘however, represent a comprehensive analysis: of all 


alternate energy sources. 


; bs? The Brief has been received as information. “We have not been directed 
' to respond specifically to ee 
. Ti The Group's endorsement. of the Slave River Basin Information Committee 


and the Slave River Coalition Committee is acknowledged. 


(a) The rationale for hotldasveneting the Slave River White Pelican Rookery : 
was explained in Item 3, above. th a 
(b) The Province of Alberya is conducting and funding the feasibility study, 
in order that an Tnparrt 13} assessnient can be completed. -If a private 
utility had been authorized to spend several millions of dollars on 
a feasibility study, this Houle have been interpreted as approval in 
principle to proceed with the project. The Province is under no such 
‘real or imagined obligation. A 3 
 (c) The Department has retained the firm of R.L. Walker and Partners to 
‘provide project management on the feasibility study. The principals 
‘of this firm have both national and international experience in 


supervising ‘hydro-electric feasibility studies. 
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(a) The feasibility study will address such concerns as stability and 
; institutional problenis. The need for electrical power in Alberta is. 
Pe cntea, given that the Province is one of the few growth 

“areas in Canada. The Province's growing dependence on non-renewable ° 

energy “ee such as coal, as opposed to. renewable sources such as 

hydro, isa growing concern. 

~ (e) See (d) above. | | 

; (#) The attached terms of reference outline ‘the study emphasis, including 

| a study Breda. : | : 

(g) Phase One studies are scheduled for completion. by December, 1980. 

AStudy results will ve summarized and circulated. The Final vigslbiee 1Scs 

‘scheduled for ‘completion in July, 1982. The specific diate for rel eace: 

of the report will be at the Minister's discretion. 

(h) Information will be via the Information Office at Fort Smith. 

| Mr. van Pelt is fully informed as to the community and social impact 
study organization. , | : 

(7) Again, Mr. van Pelt hae assisted in developing the terms of reference 
for the comnunity and social impact study. The intent is to identify 
local, regional, and provincial implications. 

Wie?) Already responded to. 

| <(k) The Project Office is located in Edmonton. The Project Manager is 

| Dr. Martin Swales of R.L. Walker and Partners Ltd. #201, 9924 - 106 Street, 

Edmonton; phone: 429-7296. Establishment of a field office, in 

Fort Smith is being investigated. All public inquiries to be routed 


through Len Heron, Information Officer at Forte@ii tn. 
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(1) At the feasibility stage, a full environmental impact assessment will 

; not pemindentaked, Rather, potential impacts will be identified erat 

- where possible, quantified, Mitigative measures will be discussed. 

A comprehensive EIA would be required if the project received approval 
in principle. | as | me 

*(m) Calgary Power Ltd. is one of several private utility companies licensed 
to serve electric power consumers in the Province of Alberta, under 

: provincial peuistatian ang pasar bse The NCPC is a Federal agency, 


serving the N. W. Th 


A Technical Advisory Committee, the Slave River Hydro Conmittee has 

| a oden established. Representation on the committee includes members from 

the Electric Utility Planning Council] (which represents all utilities 
. in Alberta); the N.C.P.C., and the N.W.T. government. 

(n). I am not aware of any. other provincial government serv ccdinecely 
affecting the Slave River. 

(o) I am not aware of any nuclear energy. interests in the Slave River hydro 
‘potential. . 

(p)..The information is being prepared for the provincial government. 

Release of any information will be at the discretion of the Ministers 
. involved. | ) 

—(q) The Department is attempting to inform the. public of fue study and its 
outcome. i assume it is not. implied that the Department ae deliberately 
mislead its citizens. 

(h) The implications to the private utility companies of this Federal 


decision will have to be examined at a policy level, not at a project 


feasibility level. 
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